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Parliament in View

New Government

The coalition government has
immediately raised profound
debate around many issues, not
least the extent to which cost
savings must be made to turn
around the crippling debt in
which the UK finds itself.
Finding the answer to these
problems is an area in which
people of goodwill can have
honest disagreement. For some
the solution is to tax more highly
whilst for others the answer is to
have the State do less and
therefore require less money to
fund it.

Catholic social teaching provides
principles which can help inform
reflection and debate on these
issues. The core principles of the
solidarity and subsidiarity can be
applied to help judge whether
adequate support and concern is
given to our fellow citizens
bearing in mind the point made
by Pope Benedict in Deus
Caritas Est that every person has
a duty to exercise solidarity not
just a particular arm of
government. This points towards
a need for greater community
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cohesion. The principle of
subsidiarity is borne in mind
when judging if we are
permitting or encouraging
individuals and groups to do
what they can for themselves.
This teaching of the Church
unleashes the potential of
persons and prevents them
from being smothered by
bureaucracy. The Church’s
social teaching also identifies
the fundamental importance of
family life for the wellbeing of
the whole of society. The
family is the first social unit
where civil values are instilled
and where the bonds of
solidarity are forged. It has
therefore been positive that the
new deputy leader Nick Clegg
has spoken of the wvalue of
family life. His words, “I know
from my own life that a happy
marriage and healthy children
matter more than anything
else”, are an important
recognition of this crucial fact
constantly promulgated by the
Church. Unfortunately they are
undermined by the tide of
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opinion in the political world
which presently holds that any
arrangement is equally valid and
good as a foundation for family
life. Sociologically we know this
not to be the case, however the
lavish funding of groups to
promote alternative visions of
family life have distracted from
the truth. It is therefore of no
surprise that Mr Clegg also talks
of using the tax system to give
Civil Partnerships benefits through
the tax system. Social challenges
are not lacking for this
government to tackle and
politicians cannot solve society’s
problems on their own; so the
contribution of people informed
by the social teaching of the
Church will always have an
important contribution to make in
every area of society. For this
reason the Catholic Parliamentary
Office is seeking to facilitate the
study of Catholic Social teaching
and will be pleased to hear from
anyone who 1is interested in
pursuing self-study in this area.
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MSPs have responded
positively to preparations for
the visit of Pope Benedict XVI.
Every member of the Scottish
Parliament has been presented
with a copy of the pope’s most
recent teaching document,
Caritas in Veritate. The
encyclical letter deals with an
array of social issues giving a
Catholic perspective on how to
ethically deal with many
challenges of modern life. It is
therefore directly relevant to the
work of politicians.

The encyclical identifies the
centrality of love in the
Christian message but shows
that this cannot be interpreted
as merely emotion. It must be
linked with truth otherwise it is
reduced just to sentimentality.
The truth allows us to see
things as they really are.

The advances in society need to
be paralleled by an ethical
advancement otherwise we
become capable of turning
advances, for example in
biotechnology, against the
dignity of the human person.
His Holiness affirms the criteria
of justice and the common good
which must govern moral

ng
action.

The financial crisis is addressed
in the document with the Pope
calling for a profoundly new
way of understanding business
enterprise.

Caritas in
Veritate

Benedict XVI

Despite an absolute growth in
wealth the disparity between
rich and poor even in developed
countries is raised as a cause for
great concern.
Underdevelopment is not
primarily material but arises
from problems in the will and
in the mind and especially "the
lack of brotherhood among
individuals and peoples".

The deeper values can be
obscured if life is purely
centred on consumerism and
utilitarianism.

The Pontiff reaffirms that
sexuality "cannot be reduced

merely to
entertainment".
States "are called to enact
policies promoting the
centrality and the integrity of
the family".

The dangerous decline in birth
rate and family sizes are
symptomatic of a lack of hope
for the future and “moral
weariness.” Thus, the Pope
notes, it is “becoming a social
and even economic necessity
once more to hold up to future
generations the beauty of
marriage and the family, and
the fact that these institutions
correspond to the deepest needs
and dignity of the person.”

The Pontiff also dwells on the
question of respect for life,
"which cannot in any way be
detached from questions
concerning the development of
peoples", affirming that "when
a society moves towards the
denial or suppression of life, it
ends up no longer finding the
necessary motivation and
energy to strive for man's true
good."  Find the encyclical
online at
www.vatican.va/holy_father/
benedict_xvi/encyclicals/
index_en.htm
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Protecting Children

Justice Issues

In 1998 the Scottish Office published its
policy “Protecting Children — A Shared
Responsibility”. The Scottish Government
is now publishing new draft guidance for
consultation. This document is a wholesale
revision of the 1998 policy and is relevant
to all those whose work involves contact
with children and/or their families, across
departments and agencies as well as being
relevant to those working in the statutory,
third and independent sectors.

It aims to provide a national framework for
all relevant services and local inter-agency
forums to help develop further their
protocols, training plans and procedures. It
will also be of use to practitioners in the
field of child care.

The guidance is in four areas:

Part 1, “The Context for Child Protection”.
Part 2, “Roles and Responsibilities for
Child Protection”.

Part 3, “Identifying and Responding to
Concerns about Children”.

Part 4, “Child Protection in Special
Circumstances”.
The document and consultation

questionnaire can be viewed online on the
consultation web pages of the Scottish
Government website at
www.scotland.gov.uk/consultations.
Written responses close on 17" September
2010.

More draft guidance is provided in another
consultation focussing on children. The
document is entitled “Draft National
Guidance: Under-Age Sexual Activity —
Meeting the Needs of Children and Young
People and Identifying Child Protection
Concerns”.

Lonely Scotland

This draft guidance is aimed at helping
practitioners and local services and agencies
consider what protocols and policies they
need to have in place to effectively meet the
needs of children and young people who are
engaged in under-age sexual activity. The
guidance is  reflective of the current
legislative and policy context regarding
sexual offences and children and young
people.

It also states that “not all sexual activity
above the age of 13 is a child protection
issue”.

The full document and consultation form
can be found at the web pages of the
Scottish Government website at
www.scotland.gov.uk/consultations.
Written responses close on 23™ July 2010.

In a related issue
affecting children
Professor
Rebecca Wallace
is heading up a
team which is
investigating the
trafficking  of |
children in__"
Scotland. |
Presently  the|
group is seeking
responses to a
questionnaire
from people
across society to gauge the possible extent
of the practice. This can be completed at
www.surveymonkey.com/s/QQX9QK?2
Further information on the issue is available

at www.stopthetraffik.org

Cabinet Secretary for Justice, Kenny
McAskill, declared that the passage of the
Criminal Justice and Licensing bill provided a
series of reforms which will make Scotland’s
communities “safer and stronger.”

The bill contains a myriad of provisions
dealing with issues around crime, criminal
procedures, alcohol licensing, sexual offences,
rehabilitation of offenders etc.

One area of controversy was over the
provision included in the bill such that no
sentences of 3 months or shorter can be given
by court judges unless they can show that jail
is the only way of dealing with the offender.
Those given short term sentences will also be
released after they complete half of their
sentence.

The bill also introduces a new clause which
prohibits judges from accepting the
drunkenness of an offender as a mitigating
factor in a crime. The introduction of an
aggravated offence for religiously motivated
crimes has been amended to provide that any
other factors do not affect the status of the
offence for religious aggravation. It removes
previous requirements that the court take the
aggravation into account for sentencing and
also the need to indicate the difference in
sentence due to the inclusion of the
aggravation.

The bill also retains an exemption for those in
holy orders and ministers of religion from jury
service. Proposals in the recent past had
suggested removing this exemption.

An attempt to include the criminalisation of
purchasing sex which was aimed at
eradicating prostitution was rejected by the
Parliament as was an amendment to restrict
lap dancing clubs.

It might be a common misconception that
most households will have a mum, dad and
some children but increasingly such
households are hard to find. The Scottish
Government has published a report from the
General Register of Scotland which shows
that the average household is only just over
two people. The pattern paints a picture of a
fragmenting society where people are more
isolated than in previous generations. The
trend will increase in the coming years.
More people are living alone and the high
rate of divorce greatly impacts on the
number of smaller and single-person
households. The fragmentation of society is
also contributed to by a much greater
number of young people living on their
own.

The Registrar General, based on present
figures, suggests that households with two

adults and no children will jump sharply
from the present figure of 702,000
households to 866,000 within 25 years.

Households headed by someone over 60
will almost double in the next 25 years as
will households headed by someone over 85
years of age.

The figures and the picture of society they
represent underline Pope Benedict’s
concern about an ageing society combined
with the prevalence of “smaller and at times

miniscule families” and the strain that puts
on welfare provision.

The Bishops’ Conferences of Europe will
soon be examining this issue in some detail
and are presently gathering information on
the situation in different countries.

Government initiatives where they exist
appear only to seek to adapt to the reality of
the changing nature of society without
seriously examining the depth of the
problems which arise and without even
questioning whether these changes are good
or bad. There is no evidence that
government at any level is attempting to
stall or reverse the changes.

Serious study and consideration of what this
will mean for our society over the coming
decades is urgently needed. Further detailed
information is available at
www.demographicwinter.com.
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Current Legislation

Alcohol etc. (Scotland) Bill(Ex) Stage 1 completed 10 June. Stage 2 amendments may now be lodged with the clerks to the Health and Sport

Committee

Autism (Scotland) Bill (M) Stage 1 (lead committee (Education, Lifelong Learning and Culture Committee) 29 June
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Commissioner for Victims and Witnesses (Scotland) BillM) Stage 1 (lead committee (Justice)) 29 June

Criminal Justice and Licensing (Scotland) B

ill(Ex) Passed 30 June

Criminal Sentencing (Equity Fines) (Scotland) Bill(M) Introduced 1 June. Lead committee - Justice
Crofting Reform (Scotland) Bill (Ex) Stage 3 (debate, meeting of the Parliament) 1 July
Damages (Scotland) Bil(M) Stage 1 (lead committee (Justice)) 22 June

Domestic Abuse (Scotland) Bil[M) Stage 1 (lead committee (Justice)) 29 June

End of Life Assistance (Scotland) Bil(M) Stage 1 (End of Life Assistance (Scotland) Bill Committee) 22 June
Forth Crossing Bill (H) Stage 2 (Forth Crossing Bill Committee) 16 June
Historic Environment (Amendment) (Scotland) Bill (Ex) Stage 1 (Education, Lifelong Learning and Culture Committee) 29 June
Housing (Scotland) Bill (Ex) Stage 1 completed 23 June
Legal Services (Scotland) BillEx) Stage 2 completed 29 June

Palliative Care (Scotland) Bill (M) Introduced

1 June

Patient Rights (Scotland) Bill(Ex) Stage 1 (lead committee (Health and Sport)) 16 June
Property Factors (Scotland) Bill (M) Stage 1 (lead committee (Local Government and Communities)) 23 June
Protection of Workers (Scotland) Bill (M) Stage 1 (lead committee (Economy, Energy and Tourism)) 29 June
Scottish Parliamentary Commissions and Commissioners etc. B{lC) Passed 9 June
Wildlife and Natural Environment (Scotland) Bill (Ex) Stage 1 (Subordinate Legislation Committee) 29 June
Lead committee 1 Rural Affairs and Environment
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Card Boost for Euthanasia Campaign
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The campaign against Margo Macdonald’s
assisted suicide and euthanasia bill has
received an enormous response from across
Scotland and especially from Catholic
parishes. Representative members of the
Scottish Parliament welcomed a delegation
of members of the Care Not Killing alliance.
The first batch of the huge haul of 14,000
cards received was handed over to the
politicians. This represents perhaps the
biggest public response to a card campaign
for the Scottish Parliament and has involved
a great number of people distributing and
processing cards to ensure MSPs have been
provided with databases to enable them to
respond to each person who sent a card.

This campaign will continue until the bill is
debated in November, therefore if you have
not participated you still have time to do so.
Please contact the office if you need more
cards. For groups or parishes who wish to
examine the issue in more depth the Catholic

Parliamentary Office can provide materials
and a facilitator to lead discussion around a
DVD presentation. Please contact us if
your parish or group would like to host
such an event.

More good news in regard to the End of
Life Assistance Bill came in the publication
of responses to the Parliamentary
Committee’s call for evidence. This
showed that of 601 written submissions
only 39 responses (6.5%) were in favour of

Improving Democratic Procedures

the bill whilst 521 (87%) of responses were
against the bill and 41 responses (6.8%) took
no position.

The responses can be viewed
www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/
endLifeAsstBill/evidence/
Evidandcorrreceived.htm

at

The Committee of MSPs set up to examine
the bill will take oral evidence after the
summer recess until 5th October and then
produce a report before the deadline of 24
November for a full debate in the Parliament.

In the continuing work of raising awareness
about the threats of euthanasia the Catholic
Parliamentary Office is continuing to work
with other members of the Care Not Killing
alliance and the group will be producing a
play which examines some of the issues. This
will be performed in September and may go
on tour should resources permit. Further
details will be made available as soon as
possible.

The change of UK Government has raised the prospect of changes in parliamentary constitution and procedures. The relationship with
Scotland has also been given a different emphasis and a new “respect agenda” has been announced by David Cameron to give greater
recognition to the Scottish Government. In Westminster the new leader of the House of Commons, George Young, has announced a
willingness to consider wide ranging changes aimed at improving the effectiveness of Parliament which has been widely viewed as having
lost some of its power in recent years. The role of back bench MPs, i.e. those who are not directly part of the government, is an important
aspect of the allowing Parliament to retain political authority. By backbenchers exercising greater influence, the Government can more
readily be held to account. Therefore a new committee to manage the business dealt with by backbenchers, such as examining the reports of
committees and debating general issues, is being established. There is also a commitment to have established within three years a committee
which will manage the business of the whole House of Parliament rather than having the business timetabled directly by Government
motion. There is increasingly an acceptance that the legislative process has to be slower to permit more thorough scrutiny of proposed laws.
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In Brief

A disability rights group has launched a charter aimed at protecting sick and disabled people
from assisted suicide. It can be signed at www.theresistancecampaign.org.uk
John Deighan skeofeskok sk skok ok ok
Parliamentary Officer
5 St Vincent Place
GLASGOW G1 2DH

CATHOLIC PARLIAMENTARY
OFFICE

The general election proved that local action can make a difference. Influential MP Evan Harris
must have been staggered to lose his seat which he previously won with over a 7,000 majority.
The confident MP has been at the heart of much legislation to liberalise experimentation on

Tel./Fax: 0141 222 2182 human embryos, liberalise abortion, to introduce assisted suicide, to promote homosexuality and
Mobile: 07930 405 313 has supported laws which undermine religious freedom for Catholics and those of other faiths.
Email: jdeighan@rcpolitics.org Apparently the he Conservative candidate, Nicola Blackwood, who beat him by 176 votes was

equally surprised by the vote and had not even prepared an acceptance speech.
An agency of the Bi shophedeaftesingof the ganstitugricy bysprelifel graups, which affected the result, highlights the
importance of local activism and re-inforces the Church’s call for participation of lay people in
Charity Number: SCO 16650 politics. This gives the opportunity for voters to assess the merits of all their candidates.
sfe sk stk skokoskosksk
Edited by John Deighan with contributions from MSP Anne McLaughlin has tabled a moti.on .condemning anti-Caj[holic b.igotry in Scotland
Tom Higgins and Lucille McQuade following the vandalism at Sacred Heart parish in Glasgow. The motion received the support of
just 9 MSPs.
seskdok kokok ok
Campaigners have been writing to UK Culture Secretary Jeremy Hunt to protest the first
abortion advertisement on UK television. Further details are available at www.spuc.org.uk/
campaigns/alert20100521

Happy Holidays
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The cost of reacting to fears of a severe flu pandemic has been reported to have cost £1.2 billion
across the UK according to an official report. The concerns turned out to be greatly over-
estimated.

sfeskeskoskoskokosk sk
Shona Robison revealed last month that the mass inoculation programme against sexually
transmitted HPV infection was given to over 27,000 Scottish schoolgirls last year i.e. 91% of

Recom mended Read | ng girls in second year of high school.

Father Elijah by Michael O’Brien is a great novel which combines deep Christian theology with an action packed adventure. Set

during the final confrontation of good and evil at the “end times”, it succeeds in grafting biblical prophecy into a very
recognisable social and political world and should provide enjoyable summer reading.

Caritas in
Veritate

Caritas in Veritate by Pope Benedict XVI provides the latest contribution to the Church’s body of social doctrine. &
Keep up with the MSPs who may be reading it to prepare for the Holy Father’s visit to Scotland. i

Consultations (with closing date)

The Equality Act 2010: Consultation on Secondary Legislation that will enable the Additional Support Needs Tribunals for Scotland
(ASNTS) to Hear Disability Claims Cases in School Education (24/09/10)

Consultation on the marine licensing regime under the Marine (Scotland) Act and the UK Marine and Coastal Access Act. (30/09/10)
Blue Badge Reform (30/09/10)

Wider Planning for an Ageing Population - Housing & Communities (29/09/10)

Consultation on Proposals for New Public Records Legislation (04/08/10)

Registers of Scotland Fee Review 2010 Consultation (10/09/10)

Scottish Ferries Review: Strategic Environmental Assessment (30/09/10)

Scottish Ferries Review (30/09/10)

Northern Isles Ferry Services (30/09/10)

National BVD Eradication Scheme (16/07/10)

Consultation on revised national guidance on child protection (17/09/10)

Environmental Impact Assessment EIA Regulations 2010 Consultation Paper (27//08/10)

Draft Development Plan for Offshore Wind Energy Developments in Scottish Territorial Waters and Strategic Environmental Assessment
(SEA) Environmental Report. (16/08/10)

Core Standards for a Voluntary Accreditation Scheme for Residential Property Managers and Land Maintenance Companies (10/08/10)
Consultation on Planning Obligation and Good Neighbour Agreement Regulations 2010 (30/07/10)

Consultation on Tobacco Display and Sale Regulations (20/07/10)

Underage Sexual Activity: Meeting the Needs of Children and Young People and Identifying Child Protection Concerns (23/07/10)
Tree Preservation Orders (09/07/10)

Economic Returns from Variety Trialling in Scotland (09/10/12)
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